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Among the lonians present at the council which
Aristagoras then convoked was Hekataios, the logo-
Mission of grapher, or, to put it in other words, a man.
to'STarta*5 wno ma<^e ft his business to rationalise and
and Athens, impart something like an historical look to
the popular traditions. That he made the least effort to
chronicle events of his own time, there is not the slightest
reason to suppose j and therefore it could only be from
hearsay that Herodotos became acquainted with the part
which he is said to have played in that assembly.
Warning them plainly, we are told, that they could not
expect to cope with the Persian power, but that, if they
resolved to run the risk, they should at the least take care
that they had the command of the sea, he urged them
especially to seize the vast wealth of the oracle of Bran-
chidai which might otherwise fall into the hands of their
enemies. His advice was rejected : but a ship was sent
to Myous (where the Persian armament was encamped
after its return from Naxos), with orders to seize on
such of the Greek tyrants as might be found there.
Among the despots thus seized was K6es of Mytilene',
who had counselled Dareios not to break up the bridge
on the Danube (p. 70). These were all given up to their
respective cities by Aristagoras who, to insure greater
harmony and enthusiasm in the enterprise, surrendered,
iri name at least, his own power in Miletos ; and all
were allowed by their former subjects to depart unhurt
except Koes, who was stoned to death. Thus having put
down the tyrants and ordered the citizen^ of the towns to
choose each their own strategos or general, Aristagoras
sailed away in the hope of getting help from the powerful
city from which Kroisos and Hippias had alike sought
aid. He carried with him, we are told, a brazen tablet on
which was drawn a map of the world, as then known, with
all the rivers and every sett. Having reached Sparta, the